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Special Offer
FOR VETERANS!

Now you can finally have all of the soothing benefits of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower while seated or

standing. Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive Shower Package!
First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System

High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty on the entire tub

Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub!

*With purchase of a new Safe StepWalk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub
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a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffiliated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to 

credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. 

Other restrictions may apply
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WASHINGTON – The House Jan. 6 com-
mittee is shut down, having completed a
whirlwind 18-month investigation of the 2021
Capitol insurrection and sent its work to the
Justice Department along with a recommen-
dation for prosecuting former President Don-
ald Trump.

The committee’s time officially ended
Tuesday when the new Republican-led
House was sworn in. With many of the com-
mittee’s staff already departed, remaining
aides have spent the last two weeks releasing
many of the panel’s materials, including its
814-page final report, about 200 transcripts
of witness interviews, and documents used
to support its conclusions. 

Lawmakers have said they want to make 

Jan. 6 panel
shuts down after
referring Trump
for prosecution 
Mary Clare Jalonick 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See JAN. 6 PANEL, Page 6A

The new Ultium Cells LLC battery plant in
northeast Ohio sits in the heart of union
country, where, in a few weeks, its manage-
ment and the UAW will start bargaining for a
deal — a contract that will be pivotal in shap-
ing the future for thousands of the nation’s
workers in the electric vehicle industry, in-
cluding in Michigan. 

The 2.8 million-square foot factory with
800 workers in Warren, Ohio, is jointly owned
by General Motors and LG Energy Solution. It
sits around the corner from the former GM
Lordstown Assembly plant, the factory that
GM shuttered and sold in 2019. 

Lordstown Assembly was arguably one of
the most notorious GM car plants in the coun-
try, rife with union uprisings in the early
1970s when the automaker changed its man-
agement structure and setting what workers
claimed were unrealistic work expectations.
GM then accused workers of vandalizing cars
on the assembly line, according to the Walter
P. Reuther Library at Wayne State University.
The tension led to a 1972 strike there, but the
lessons from the strife later became instru-
mental in enacting wider work-life benefits 

Battery
plant deal
will set
standards
Ohio factory bargaining: ‘We
gotta get it right,’ UAW says

Jamie L. LaReau
Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BATTERY PLANT, Page 6A

WASHINGTON – Eva Guzman’s expenses
have swelled, but she feels comfortable finan-
cially thanks to the savings she and her late
husband stockpiled for a rainy day. Neverthe-
less, the 80-year-old retired library clerk in
San Antonio limits trips to the grocery store,
adjusts the thermostat to save on utilities and
tries to help her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren get what they need.

It was difficult to raise her own four chil-
dren, Guzman said, but she and her husband
were able to manage. She doesn’t know how
young families today stay financially afloat
with such high prices for groceries and
clothes.

“It’s really gotten worse in this age for a lot
of people,” said Guzman, who identifies as a
conservative and blames President Joe Biden
for inflation and economic instability. “It’s
really getting out of hand.”

Like Guzman, 30% of people in the United
States consider inflation a high priority for
the country, named in an open-ended ques-
tion as one of up to five issues for the govern-
ment to work on in 2023, according to a De-
cember poll from The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
That’s roughly twice the percentage as a year
ago, though down from 40% in June, with in-
flation easing somewhat despite remaining
high.

Overall, the economy in general remains a
bipartisan issue, mentioned by most U.S.
adults across party lines. But the poll finds
Republicans and Democrats have sharply
distinct views of priorities for the country in
the new year. More Republicans than Demo-
crats name inflation, gas and food prices, en-
ergy and immigration, while Democrats focus
on health care, climate change, poverty, rac-

Poll: Dems,
GOP differ on
priorities for
US in ’23
Both groups skeptical of
progress in government

Hannah Fingerhut 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

According to the December Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research poll, more Republicans name gas
prices as a priority. CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP FILE

See PRIORITIES POLL, Page 3A

U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, R-St. Joseph, may be
one of the most affable, easygoing politicians
you’ll ever meet but when it comes to ene-
mies, he sure can pick them.

Over the years, he has taken fire from both
sides.

The late Rush Limbaugh savaged him on
his radio show more than a decade ago for
embracing more efficient lightbulbs and be-
ing too willing to work with Democrats. Glenn
Beck called him “all socialist.” The conserva-
tive Club for Growth took out TV ads against
him. And when he appeared to swing to the
right after the Tea Party takeover of the U.S.
House in 2011 and led efforts as chairman of
the House Energy and Commerce Committee
to curb greenhouse gas regulations, the
American Lung Association went after him
and the L.A. Times called him Earth’s biggest
enemy, even though Upton has always main-
tained he has tried to balance environmental
concerns with the economy.

Then there’s former President Donald
Trump, who has labeled Upton as a RINO (Re-

publican in name only) so many times, you’d
think he has a horn.

Despite all of that, Upton — who on Jan. 3
will officially leave Congress after 36 years of
representing southwestern Michigan and
spending nearly a half-century in Washing-
ton — has staked out a remarkable career. It’s
in no small part due to a genial nature, close 

EASYGOING U.S. REP. FRED UPTON LEAVES JOB AFTER 36 YEARS

U.S. Rep. Debbie Dingell, D-Dearborn, and U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, R-St. Joseph, mingle
during an open house at her office on Capitol Hill. Dingell, who has been close friends with
the Uptons for decades and said she speaks to Fred almost daily, said she has only seen him
angry “when people aren’t treating other people decently.” GABRIELLA DEMCZUK/GETTY IMAGES

Congressman has
friends, enemies on
both sides of aisle
Michigander leaves many
legislative accomplishments

Todd Spangler
Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

Upton, a Republican from Michigan, and his
wife, Amey Rulon-Miller. He’s not sure what
he’ll do next after leaving Congress but he
plans to stay in St. Joseph. GETTY IMAGES

See UPTON LEAVING, Page 7A



Detroit Free Press - 01/03/2023 Page : A006

January 4, 2023 3:28 pm (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

6A | TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2023 | DETROIT FREE PRESS

COVER STORIES

for other American workers.
So, as the auto industry transitions from

gasoline-powered cars to electric vehicles over
the next decade, it’s fitting that the new work-
force right next door to Lordstown is, again,
poised to shape the next set of standards for EV
workers.

“When we talk about pattern bargaining —
that’s what we do in other sectors — that’s a
key piece to why we gotta get it right,” UAW
President Ray Curry told the Free Press on
Thursday. 

The union will start bargaining a new con-
tract with Ultium Cells management in Janu-
ary and what it comes up with will serve as a
template for contracts at other EV battery
plants it looks to organize, Curry said. That’s
pattern bargaining, what the union does with
the Detroit Three as well.

“This contract is very critical,” Curry said.
“This has the ability to affect beyond what hap-
pens in Lordstown. The language that comes
out of this agreement is impactful on other fu-
ture discussions.”

The union’s strategy to organize Lansing

GM and LG formed Ultium Cells in 2019. The
first of its four U.S. plants was built in Warren,
Ohio, and started running this year. Ultium is
also spending $2.3 billion to build a plant near
GM’s Spring Hill Assembly plant, where GM
assembles the Cadillac Lyriq EV. That battery
cell plant will open in late 2023. 

Ultium Cells is also spending $2.6 billion to
build a plant in Lansing Delta Township in
Michigan to start production in 2024. Ultium
will build a fourth factory in North America at a
location that has not yet been announced, but
as the Free Press reported in August, the com-
pany is considering New Carlisle, Indiana,
which is about 15 miles west of South Bend.

Earlier this month, workers at the Ohio Ulti-
um Cells plant voted to unionize, despite Ulti-
um Cells management disputing the union’s
request for a card check process, which would
have let workers check a box on cards to allow
them to organize, versus a drawn-out, tradi-
tional vote process. The UAW prefers the sim-
plified process because a vote allows for
counter-campaigning the union views as un-
fair. 

But Curry said going forward, “We would not
look to be engaged in an election with the other
three Ultium locations. I am very confident
we’ll get a card check.” 

Ultium Cells spokeswoman Brooke Waid de-
clined to comment on the future of a card check
at the company’s other facilities saying, “Ulti-
um Cells will not comment on any speculated
internal, confidential business discussions on
this or any other aspect of its business.”

Curry bases his confidence on the card
check on the fact that 98% of the workforce at
the Ohio plant voted yes to union representa-
tion. Also, management was not adversarial to-
ward union organizing efforts in the plant. 

“Sometimes when you file for an election,
the employer who might be anti-union, will
conduct anti-union tactics and hold meetings
against the union,” Curry said. “None of that
took place between the UAW and Ultium.”

Experts agree that the victory in Ohio gives
the union leverage for future organizing. 

“The overwhelming UAW victory at Ultium

gives GM a state-of-the-art battery plant for its
new EVs and provides a high voltage charge for
UAW organizing at other battery plants,” said
Harley Shaiken, professor emeritus at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, who is an expert
on labor issues. “This doesn’t mean there won’t
be bumps in the road ahead, but the victory is a
critical precedent at a key moment.”

Then there is the fact that the plants in
Spring Hill and Lansing already sit near GM
factories that are union represented, Curry
said. A person close to GM leadership told the
Free Press in early December that the auto-
maker expects there will be union representa-
tion at each of the Ultium Cells plants given the
proximity to union-represented car plants. The
person declined to be named because they
weren’t authorized to speak to the media.

Shaiken said to expect more opposition to
union organizing at the nonunion automakers. 

“But workers there will have a direct com-
parison with the new UAW plant,” Shaiken
said. “A voice on the job, stronger health and
safety protections — critical in battery produc-
tion — and of course wages and benefits.”

Curry said the union will not start asking for
a card check until the construction and hiring
of employees are complete at the other Ultium
Cells locations.

A new EV department at the UAW

The bargaining process that starts in Janu-
ary first involves the represented workers at
Ultium Cells in Ohio electing a bargaining team
of five to seven representatives, Curry said.
The contract they negotiate will cover what is
expected to be a future workforce there of
1,500. 

The union also has a new regional director,
who happens to be a hometown hero, former
president of UAW Local 1112 David Green. Green

led the fight to try to save Lordstown Assembly
plant from closing. He was recently elected the
new regional 2B director representing about
60,000 union members across a variety of in-
dustries, including auto, for the states of Indi-
ana and Ohio.

“We want to hear from Dave, he has a home-
town investment,” Curry said. 

But leading the talks will be the members of
a newly created EV Department at the union.
That department will handle contract talks at
any future battery cell plants, EV startups or
component companies the union organizes. 

“It’s going to be a growing sector, so it need-
ed to be a separate bargaining department that
would be focused on those issues,” Curry said. 

The move to establish an EV division in the
UAW signals the union’s focus on EVs as a key
to its future effectiveness representing work-
ers, said Marick Masters, professor of business
at Wayne State University. 

“Regardless of who wins the runoff election
for UAW president, organizing EV workers
ranks high on the union’s agenda,” Masters
said.

Curry took over as president after Rory
Gamble retired in 2021. Shawn Fain, an electri-
cian who serves as a skilled trades committee-
person and shop chair at the Stellantis Kokomo
Casting Plant and also is an international rep-
resentative, is challenging Curry. On Jan. 12,
the union will mail runoff ballots that have a
Feb 28 return date. The vote count begins
March 1.

A ‘game changer’ 
to revolutionize the industry

Despite the harmonious initiation with Ulti-
um Cells management, Curry admits once bar-
gaining starts, relationships can flip. He de-
scribed his brief meeting with Ultium Cells

management recently as “favorable,” noting
everything’s usually favorable in the begin-
ning. 

“Here’s the thing: Tough decisions and
tough discussions will be there for both sides,”
Curry said. “This is a game changer that will
revolutionize a new sector of work for our
members, so we have to get Ultium right be-
cause we still have to negotiate in the future”
for other locations. 

Ford Motor Co. and SK Innovation of South
Korea have a joint investment and are building
assembly plants in Tennessee and Kentucky.
Both locations are on the union’s radar to rep-
resent the workers. It also looks to represent
workers for Stellantis at the location it is plan-
ning in Kokomo, Indiana. 

For its part, Ultium Cells’ Waid sent the Free
Press the following statement when asked to
comment on its expectations with bargaining
in Ohio: “Ultium Cells is committed to the col-
lective bargaining process, and will work in
good faith with the UAW to reach a competitive
agreement that positions our employees and
our Ohio battery cell manufacturing facility for
success. We look forward to a positive working
relationship with the UAW.”

Give the members a voice and a future

Curry listed the top issues he foresees when
the UAW takes a seat at the table with Ultium
Cells. The first is giving workers a voice in the
day-to-day operations so that they are “part of
the structure there,” then health and safety,
long-term compensation, hours and opportu-
nities to progress into new jobs.

It will also require the union leaders master-
ing an understanding of a new production
process, said Erik Gordon, University of Michi-
gan Ross School of Business professor who
specializes in the auto industry. 

“What the union has to understand is
whether the life of a battery technology is long-
er, like the life of an engine design that is used
in several vehicle models, or shorter because
battery technology advances more quickly,”
Gordon said. “When battery technology
changes, it might cost less to redo an existing
plant or less to build a new plant. The life of a
battery technology and the economics of
switching to using a new technology will drive
job security.”

The union also has to get job categories
right, Gordon said, noting that some workers in
battery plants have different skills and do dif-
ferent jobs than in other component or assem-
bly plants.

GM CEO Mary Barra has said she supports a
union at Ultium Cells and noted that her father,
Ray Makela, was a tool-and-die maker at GM’s
former Pontiac plant and she started at the fac-
tory there at age 18 as a co-op student at Ketter-
ing University. In early December, Barra said if
the workforce at Ultium Cells approved a union
she would want a contract in place “as soon as
possible.” 

Curry, who said he has a good working rela-
tionship with Barra, does not expect her to be
involved in any bargaining given the company
leading the talks is Ultium Cells. While the
union also wants to complete the talks in a
timely manner, Curry said he won’t be rushed. 

“We’re going to get the best contract possi-
ble for our new members in Lordstown. If the
management is responsive to it, it could be in
short order,” Curry said. “We will make sure our
membership’s issues are heard.”

Contact Jamie L. LaReau: jlareau@free-
press.com.

Battery plant
Continued from Page 1A

The UAW will start bargaining a new contract with Ultium Cells management for the battery
cell plant in Lordstown, Ohio, this month and what it comes up with will serve as a template
for contracts at other EV battery plants it looks to organize. PROVIDED BY GENERAL MOTORS

General Motors CEO Mary Barra has said she
supports a union at Ultium Cells and if
workers approve it, she wants a contract in
place as soon as possible. ERIC SEALS/DFP

UAW President Ray Curry: “This contract is
very critical. This has the ability to affect
beyond what happens in Lordstown.”
SARAHBETH MANEY/DETROIT FREE PRESS

their work public to underscore the serious-
ness of the attack and Trump’s multi-pronged
effort to try to overturn the election.

“Accountability is now critical to thwart any
other future scheme to overturn an election,”
Chairman Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., and
Vice Chairwoman Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., wrote in
a departing message on Monday. “We have
made a series of criminal referrals, and our sys-
tem of Justice is responsible for what comes
next.”

Some of the committee’s work – such as
videotape of hundreds of witness interviews –
will not be made public immediately. The com-
mittee is sending those videos and some other
committee records to the National Archives,
which by law would make them available in 50
years. Members of the committee said they
didn’t release that videotape now because it
would have been too difficult to edit it and re-
dact sensitive information.

Incoming Republican leaders may try to get
those materials much sooner, though. A provi-
sion in a package of proposed House rules re-
leased Sunday calls for the National Archives
to transfer “any records related to the commit-
tee” back to the House no later than Jan. 17.

It is unclear whether the GOP-led House
could enforce the provision and what lawmak-
ers would do with the materials.

The committee’s conclusion comes after
one of the most aggressive and wide-ranging
congressional investigations in recent memo-

ry. The panel formally or informally inter-
viewed more than 1,000 witnesses, collected
more than 1 million documents and held 10
well-watched hearings. The two Republicans
and seven Democrats on the panel were able
to conduct the investigation with little inter-
ference after House Republican Leader Kevin
McCarthy declined to appoint minority mem-
bers, angry that House Speaker Nancy Pelosi

had rejected two of his suggested appoint-
ments.

In the end, the panel came to a unanimous
conclusion that Trump coordinated a “conspir-
acy” on multiple levels, pressuring states, fed-
eral officials and lawmakers to try to overturn
his defeat, and inspired a violent mob of sup-
porters to attack the Capitol and interrupt the
certification of President Joe Biden’s win. The

panel recommended that the Justice Depart-
ment prosecute Trump on four crimes, includ-
ing aiding an insurrection.

While a so-called criminal referral has no
real legal standing, it is a forceful statement by
the committee and adds to political pressure
already on Attorney General Merrick Garland
and special counsel Jack Smith, who is con-
ducting an investigation into Jan. 6 and
Trump’s actions.

“This is the most intense investigation I’ve
been involved in,” said California Rep. Zoe Lof-
gren, who has been in the House for almost
three decades and served as an aide to a mem-
ber on the House Judiciary Committee in the
1970s when Congress was preparing to im-
peach then-President Richard Nixon. Lofgren
was also in the House for former President Bill
Clinton’s impeachment and served as an im-
peachment manager during Trump’s first im-
peachment three years ago.

“I have never been involved in anything as
wide-ranging and intense,” Lofgren said. 

She says that at the beginning of the probe,
she felt it would be a success if there was a re-
newed enthusiasm for protecting democracy.
In the November midterm elections, 44% of
voters said the future of democracy was their
primary consideration at the polls, according
to AP VoteCast, a national survey of the elec-
torate.

Lofgren says she believes the committee
made clear that Trump was responsible for the
insurrection and “it was not done at the last
minute.”

“I think we proved that, and we sent it all to
the Department of Justice,” Lofgren said.
“We’ll see what they do.”

Jan. 6 panel
Continued from Page 1A

The House committee investigating the attack on the Capitol holds a meeting Dec. 19 to vote
on criminal referrals against former President Donald Trump. The House Jan. 6 committee has
shut down, having completed a whirlwind 18-month investigation. JIM LO SCALZO/POOL/USA TODAY


